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Figure 3(a) 



Receiving a data block to be stored in a |/\/300 
networked storage system. 



Analyzing contents of the received data 
block to determine how many copies of 
the data block the networked storage 
system is entrusted to store and how 
many copies of the data block exist 
within the networked storage system 
and to identify a location of each copy 
of the data block within the networked 
storage system. 



Identifying performance and reliability 
requirements of the networked storage 
system. 
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Determining an optimal number of 
copies of the received data block to 
store at the networked storage system, 
wherein the determination is made 
according to the number of copies of 
the data block the networked storage 
system is entrusted to store in 
combination with the identified 
performance and reliability 
requirements of the networked storage 
system. 



Maintaining the optimal number of 
copies of the received data block within 
the networked storage system. 



Maintaining a record associated with 
each data block, wherein the record 
includes metadata specific to the data 
block for which the record is 
maintained. 
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Figure 3(b) 



Recognizing that a copy 
of the data block is no 
longer accessible. 




Finding a duplicate copy 
of the data block. 



Generating another copy 
of the data block in order 
to achieve the optimal 
number of copies. 
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Figure 3(c) 



Identifying a data block within a 
storage area network (SAN). 



Determining how many copies of the 
data block exist within the SAN. 



Determining how many copies of the 
data block the SAN is entrusted to 
store. 



Identifying performance and reliability 
requirements of the SAN. 



Determining an optimal number of 
copies of the data block to store in the 
SAN according to a number of copies 
of the data block the SAN is entrusted 

to store in combination with the 
identified performance and reliability 
requirements of the SAN. 



Maintaining a record associated with 
each data block, wherein the record 
includes metadata specific to the data 
block for which the record is 
maintained. 
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Maintaining the optimal number of 
copies of the data block. 
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Figure 3(d) 



Recognizing that a copy 
of the data block is no 
longer accessible. 



Finding a duplicate copy 
of the data block. 



Generating another copy 
of the data block in order 
to achieve the optimal 
number of copies. 
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